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DETAILED ACTION 

Non-Final Rejection (1/16/07) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

1. Claim(s) 14-25, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Guckel et al. (6,186,577). 

Regarding Claim(s) 14-28, 28, Guckel et al. (6,186,577) discloses the 
invention as claimed to include a lid 1 which has a front edge and a rear edge, which 
is hinged on the bodywork of the vehicle and which is locked relative to said 
bodywork in a releasable manner, both in the vicinity of the front edge and the 
rear edge, so as to be movable between a closed position and a first open position 
by pivoting from said front backwards about a rear axis, for allowing the roof to 
pass from said first position to said second position, and between said closed 
position and a second open position by pivoting from the rear forwards about a 
front axis for a rear access to the rear trunk Fig 1-5, and control means Fig 1-5 
adapted to open the lid from both said front backwards and rear forwards, and to 
close the lid, the control means comprising at least one articulated arm 7 which is 
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movable and operated between a retracted position in which the lid is in its closed 
position and a first deployed position in which the lid is in its open position, for 
having said lid pivoted about said rear axis, wherein said at least one articulated 
arm 7 is further movable and operated between said retracted position and a 
second deployed position in which the lid is in its open position further to a pivoting 
about said front axis, so that said deployment of said at least one articulated arm 
7 from the retracted position to said second deployed position operates the 
pivoting of the lid from the rear forwards, about said front axis Fig 1-5; an 
actuator 10 which is connected to said at least one articulated arm and to the 
bodywork, and which is adapted to -actuate the articulated arm 7, wherein said at 
least one articulated arm further operates the pivoting of the lid from said rear 
forwards, about said front axis, by being actuated by said actuator to be deployed 
from said retracted position to a second deployed position in which the lid is in said 
open position further to having pivoted from said rear forwards, about said front 
axis Fig 1-5; said at least one articulated arm 4 is articulated on the lid about a 
first axis which is spaced apart from the front axis Fig 1-5; wherein said first axis 
is further spaced apart from the rear axis Fig 1-5; a top rod 4 connected, in the 
vicinity of a top end, to the lid, in a manner such as to pivot about a top axis 
transverse to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and a bottom rod 7 connected, in 
the vicinity of a bottom end, to the bodywork, in a manner such as to pivot about a 
bottom axis transverse to said longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and, in the vicinity 
of a top end, to said bottom end of the top rod in a manner such as to pivot about 
an intermediate hinge axis 6 transverse to said longitudinal axis, said intermediate 
hinge axis being situated further forward than a straight line that interconnects 
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said bottom and top hinge axes, when the lid is open backwards, the top axis being 
longitudinally situated between the front edge and the rear edge of the lid Fig 1-5; 
said at least one articulated arm comprises: a top rod 4 connected, in the vicinity 
of a top end, to the lid, in a manner such as to pivot about a top axis transverse to 
the longitudinal axis of the vehicle Fig 1-5, and a bottom rod 7 connected, in the 
vicinity of a bottom end, to the bodywork, in a manner such as to pivot about a 
bottom axis transverse to said longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and, in the vicinity 
of a top end, to said bottom end of the top rod in a manner such as to pivot about 
an intermediate hinge axis 6 transverse to said longitudinal axis Fig 1-5, and said at 
least one articulated arm defines, at said intermediate hinge axis 6, an angle 
pointing forwards when the lid is in its closed position and when said lid is in either 
of its open backwards and forwards positions Fig 1-5; said at least one articulated 
arm comprises: a top rod 4 connected, in the vicinity of a top end, to the lid, in a 
manner such as to pivot about a top axis transverse to the longitudinal axis of the 
vehicle Fig 1-5, and a bottom rod 7 connected, in the vicinity of a bottom end, to 
the bodywork, in a manner such as to pivot about a bottom axis transverse to said 
longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and, in the vicinity of its top end, to said bottom 
end of the top rod in a manner such as to pivot about an intermediate hinge axis 6 
transverse to said longitudinal axis Fig 1-5, and said intermediate hinge axis 6 is 
situated further backward than a straight line that interconnects the bottom and 
the top axes, when the lid is open forwards, and the top axis is situated between 
the front edge and the rear edge of the lid Fig 1-5; said at least one articulated 
arm comprises: a top rod 4 connected, in the vicinity of a top end, to the lid, in a 
manner such as to pivot about a top axis transverse to the longitudinal axis of the 
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vehicle Fig 1-5, and a bottom rod 7 connected, in the vicinity of a bottom end, to 
the bodywork, in a manner such as to pivot about a bottom axis transverse to said 
longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and, in the vicinity of a top end, to said bottom end 
of the top rod 4 in a manner such as to pivot about an intermediate hinge axis 6 
transverse to said longitudinal axis Fig 1-5, the rear trunk is laterally delimited by 
side walls of the bodywork, each having upwardly a top edge Fig 1-5, when the lid is 
open as backwards as forwards, an opening plane of the rear trunk is defined by 
said top edges of the side walls Fig 1-5, and said at least one articulated arm is 
arranged so that, when the lid is open as backwards as forwards, the top end of 
the bottom rod is situated above said opening plane of the rear trunk Fig 1-5; 
wherein said at least one articulated arm is arranged such that, when the lid is 
open as backwards as forwards, a projection of the top rod in the opening plane 
extends beyond a perimeter defined by said top edges of the side walls Fig 1-5; 
said at least one articulated arm comprises: a top rod 4 connected, in the vicinity 
of a top end, to the lid, in a manner such as to pivot about a top axis transverse to 
the longitudinal axis of the vehicle Fig 1-5, and a bottom rod 7 connected, in the 
vicinity of a bottom end, to the bodywork, in a manner such as to pivot about a 
bottom axis -transyerse to said longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and, in the vicinity 
of a top end, to said bottom end of the top rod in a manner such as to pivot about 
an intermediate hinge axis 6 transverse to said longitudinal axis Fig 1-5, and a 
bottom end of the bottom rod is hinged to a portion of the bodywork that defines 
a floor for the rear trunk Fig 1-5; wherein the control means are disposed entirely 
inside the rear trunk when the lid is in the closed position Fig 1-5; the lid 1 is 
releasably locked relative to the bodywork through front reversible locking means 
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12 and through rear reversible locking means 15, said at least one articulated arm 7 
is articulated to the lid, remotely from said respective front and rear axes, each 
of the respective front and rear reversible locking members comprises a first 
coupling member attached to the lid and a second coupling member attached to the 
bodywork Fig 1-5, one of said first and second coupling members is mounted to 
move between: an unlocking position in which, when the lid is in the closed position 
and has to be opened, it is disposed relative to the other of said coupling members 
in a manner such that said other coupling member is released from it during 
opening of the lid Fig 1-5, and a locking position in which, when the lid is in the 
closed position and has to be left in said closed position, it retains said other 
coupling member Fig 1-5; wherein the actuator 10 has a predetermined stroke,, said 
at least one articulated arm and said actuator being secured in a hinged manner 
respectively to the bodywork and to each other at locations arranged so that the 
stroke of the actuator is substantially identical regardless of the opening of the 
lid from the rear forwards or from the front backwards Fig 1-5. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record in attached Notice of Reference Cited (PTO- 
892) and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. This art 
of record shows various features similar to the applicant's invention. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should 
be directed to Primary Examiner Kiran B. Patel whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6665. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00 to 5:00. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Ki ran B. Patel, P. E. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 
January 16, 2007 



